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Chair, 
I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States.
[Alignment paragraph]
The EU and its Member States welcome the report by the WHO secretariat on Implementation of the 2030 Agenda.
We attach great importance to the SDGs and are fully committed to their timely achievement. They are integrated, indivisible and global in nature, and based on a spirit of strengthened global partnership and the determination to leave no one behind. There is a lot to do to reach the SDGs requiring significantly more momentum, commitment and actions, not only for implementation at local level, but also at national and international levels.  
WHO’s commitment to meet this challenge is well noted: its internal reform and the Director General Office’s commitment to the Global Action Plan for “Healthy Lives and Well-being for All”, will help to ensure strong support for implementation of the health-related sustainable development goals by 2030. Likewise we welcome the focus on multi-sectoral approaches as part of the new GPW, to respond to the social, environmental and economic determinants of health. We stand together with WHO in further promoting “whole-of-government”, “whole-of-society” and “Health in All Policies” approaches.
We believe Universal Health Coverage is central to the attainment of the sustainable development goals. Together with WHO, we have initiated - and are currently major donors in supporting - the UHC agenda, and have contributed constructively to the drafting of multiple resolutions this year under the UHC agenda item. In the same vein, we are fully supporting the Declarations from the High Level Meetings on Tuberculosis and Non-Communicable Diseases from 2018 and support their swift implementation.
We welcome the prominence of a rights-based approach, crucial to ensuring that effective coverage of integrated high-quality prevention, promotion, treatment, rehabilitation and palliative services are made available for all. When large parts of a population are not given proper support or are unaware of their health status, this comes in itself at a high cost which those mainly concerned can afford least.  We note with concern that the family planning needs of 208 million women are still unmet, which has severe financial, social and personal consequences; and find this unacceptable. We also regret the slow progress in tackling malnutrition, with stunting still affecting 22% of children under the age of five.  Unfortunately, this is often related to unmet family planning needs and could be prevented if it was given a higher priority both nationally and globally.

There is lack of public and political awareness about the fact that 23% of all deaths, i.e. 13 million deaths annually, worldwide are linked to the environment. The exponential increase of environmental threats needs to be addressed. When confronted with air pollution and insufficient financing to meet national water, sanitation and hygiene targets, ignorance may not be accepted and more action is needed in this area. 

It is clear that the cost of achieving the sustainable development goals cannot be borne by the public sector, national and international alone. It is concerning to note, quoting the report, that large portions of the available funding are often poorly aligned with global public health needs. To adjust this shortcoming, North-North, South-South and triangular cooperation avenues should be further explored. The private sector, with its variety of stakeholders, should be increasingly engaged as a vital partner for success in this regard.
WHO being the only international organization with the mandate to cover the whole field of health, we note Secretariat’s important efforts to foster multi-stakeholder cooperation. We welcome the initiative to involve the relevant global health partners both within and beyond the UN system, including from civil society, the private sector and academia, reaching out also to GAVI, Global Fund, Unitaid and GFF.
In conclusion, we welcome the report’s foundation as far as possible on comprehensive and disaggregated sets of high-quality data, which is in line with the work of UN Statistical Commission’s Inter-agency and Expert Group on SDG Indicators. The importance of having evidence-based data, benchmarks and indicators, cannot be over stated and should remain a priority focus, especially in view of further empowering WHO in measuring progress towards Agenda 2030.
Thank you Chair.
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